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Oregon Economic Development Districts 

 “EDD” Defined 
 Federal designation 
 Public/Private 

Composition 
 

 In Oregon… 
 11 Districts and the 

Affiliated Tribes 
 Covers the state’s 36 

counties 

http://www.neoedd.org/
http://www.mcedd.org/
http://www.portlandregionalpartners.com/
http://www.nworegon.org/
http://www.mwvcog.org/
http://www.coic.org/
http://www.ocwcog.org/
http://www.ccdbusiness.com/
http://www.soredi.org/
http://www.geodc.net/
http://www.scoedd.org/


Role of the Districts 

 Supporting strong, thriving communities 
 

 Regional collaboration, strategies and 
program implementation 
 

 Comprehensive Economic Development 
Strategy Development 
 
 



EDD Support 

 CEDS and Regional Priorities 
 

 Agora Investment Platform 
 

 Revolving Loan Funds: Local match to enhance 
Oregon’s competitiveness in receiving federal funds 
 

 Time: Loan Boards, Committees 
 

 Offices: Donated equipment, furniture 
 



Sample Local Needs: NEODD 

 Financing packages with commercial lenders 
that include our RLF and IRP funds  

 Openings on loan committee for additional 
commercial lenders. 

 Equipment needs: conference calling 
equipment, microphones, color copier. 

 Individual Development Account program that 
provides matched financing to low-income, 
low-asset individuals 



Mid-Columbia Economic Development 
District (MCEDD) 

Industry Clusters 
 Gorge Tech Alliance and 

Gorge Robotics 
 Manufacturing Communities 

 
Support: 
 Time 
 Equipment 
 Funds- Projects 



Community/ 
Economic 

Development 

Federal 
Agencies 

State Agencies 

Local Muni’s / 
Special 
Districts 

Non Profits 

Private Sector 

Foundations 

Agora began as a 12 month analysis of 
the entire community funding and project 
development ecosystem. Sponsored by 

philanthropic trusts, over 200 
organizations participated in the analysis. 

Consensus held that communities 
needed a centralized platform for 

organizing funding. 
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A group of Federal, State and foundation 
stakeholders financed the development 
of a pilot platform to be rolled out in the 
Mid-Columbia Economic Development 

District.  
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Agora | Background 



Community Ecosystem 



 
 
 
 

Agora | Solution 

State 
Agencies 

Federal 
Agencies 

Foundations 

Capital 
Providers 

Community 
Leadership 

Projects 

Funding Info CDFIs 

Banks 

Individuals Community leadership 
identifies priorities and 
projects 

Capital providers input 
information on relevant 
funding sources 

Economic Dev  
Districts 

Counties 

Towns and 
Cities 

NGOs 

Regional 
Coordinators 

Private Funds 

Match 



Agora Investment Platform 

 Video: http://agora-platform.com/ 
 

 Insight to community priorities in organized 
framework 
 

 Dynamic project information 
 

 Bridge between communities and funders  
 

Linking Communities and Capital Providers on 
a collaborative transaction platform 

 

http://agora-platform.com/


Platform Snapshot 

 www.agora-platform.com 
 

http://www.agora-platform.com/


Example: Advanced Tech Center 



Agora | Next Steps 

 
 

 

Fundraising & 
Partnerships for 
Expansion 

Expansion to Additional Oregon Regions 
•Add all regions 

•Additional product development 

•Integration with the State 

Q4 2013 Q1 2014 Q2 2014 Q3 2014 

 Community Capacity Funding 
 Meyer Memorial Trust $100K Challenge 
 Match from EDDs 
 Additional Funding Need: $300K  

 



Agora | Community Readiness Needs 

 Community Capacity Funding 
 Meyer Memorial $100K Challenge; Match from 

EDDs 
 Additional Funding Need: $300K  

 



Invitation: Join the Agora Network 

 Join Agora! 
 

 Contribute to communities priority projects 
 

 Support statewide roll-out capacity needs. 
$100K challenge grant from Meyer Memorial 



Contact Information 

 

 Amanda Hoey, President 
 Oregon Economic 

Development Districts 
 amanda@mcedd.org 
 541-296-2266 
 www.oedd.org 
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