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Income 
 Pierce WA  

Median Household Income $57,629 $57,573 
Per Capita Income $27,223 $29,861 

Race 
White 75.1% 78.3% 
Black or African American  6.8% 3.6% 
Asian 5.9% 7.4% 
Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 9.6% 11.7% 

Native Born vs. Foreign Born 
Native Born 90.4% 86.7% 
Foreign Born 9.6% 13.3% 

Educational Attainment 
High School Graduate or Higher 91.1% 90.4% 
Bachelors’ Degree or Higher  23.9% 31.7% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2012 

Industry Employment and Average Annual Income  
Sector  % of Total 

 
Annual Earnings 

 Pierce WA Pierce WA  
Private Ownership  
     Natural Resources & Mining 0.4% 3.3% $37,199 $27,634 
     Construction 6.2% 4.7% $52,112 $53,732 
     Manufacturing 6.3% 9.6% $60,276 $70,800 
     Trade, Transportation & Utilities 21.0% 18.2% $40,694 $45,268 
     Information  1.1% 3.6% $55,182 $135,32

      Financial Activities  4.5% 4.6% $54,360 $67,551 
     Professional and Business Services 8.6% 11.9% $47,857 $68,689 
     Education and Health Services 17.9% 14.1% $44,012 $42,797 
     Leisure and Hospitality 10.1% 9.6% $17,739 $20,527 
     Other Services  3.6% 2.9% $30,641 $34,853 
Government Ownership 
     Federal Government 4.5% 2.4% $61,246 $70,097 
     State Government  3.8% 4.3% $46,360 $52,790 
     Local Government  12.2% 10.8% $52,740 $50,320 
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2013  

 

 

 

Pierce County 
Economic & Community Development Profile  

Pierce County is located on the coast of central Washington State 
and is bordered by King County to the north, Yakima County to 
the east, Thurston and Lewis Counties to the south, and the Puget 
Sound to the west.  The county is part of the Seattle-Tacoma-
Bellevue Metropolitan Area.  The county ranks 23rd statewide in 
terms of total land area (1,670 square miles) and had 440 people 
per square mile in 2010.  With an estimated population of 
203,446, Tacoma is the third largest city in the state and serves as 
the county seat.  Pierce County has an estimated population of 
819,743, making the county the second most populous in the 
state of Washington.       

Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco, Community Development 
 

August 2014  

Demographics  

Key Industries & Labor Market 

Multicare Health System                               6,547 
Franciscan Health System                              5,709 
Emerald Queen Casino                             2,200  
Wal-Mart Stores Inc.                               1,785 
Boeing                                         1,700 
Kroger                                             1,301 
 

Top Private-Sector Employers in Tacoma Metro 

 

Source: Business Examiner: 2012 Book of Lists  Source: BLS Annual Unemployment Rates  

County Unemployment  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau  
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Foreclosure and Delinquency in Pierce County 
 Percent of Loans 

in Foreclosure  
Percent of Loans 90+ 
Days Delinquent  

Estimated Properties 
at Risk of Default  

Pierce 2.4% 3.2% 5,659 

WA State  1.6% 2.2% 29,824 

Source: FRBSF calculations of data from Lender Processing Services  Inc. April 2014 

County Subdivisions 
Area Median 

Household 
Income   

Households 
with SNAP 
Benefits in the 
Past 12 months 

All 
People 
in 
Poverty  

Washington  $59,374 12.5% 12.9% 

Pierce County  $59,105 12.9% 11.9% 

Buckley  $68,337 11.9% 9.0% 

Eatonville $46,893 15.6% 11.6% 

Fort Lewis-DuPont $55,428 5.0% 8.6% 

Gig Harbor  $81,125 5.1% 5.4% 

Graham-Thrift  $72,353 8.7 % 7.8% 

Key Peninsula-Anderson  $54,734 13.5% 11.1% 

Mount Rainier  $70,924 10.9% 9.8% 

Puyallup  $68,570 9.9% 7.8% 

Roy $61,197 9.1% 12.5% 

Tacoma $52,078 15.9% 15.3% 

Housing Market 

FHFA (FORMERLY OFHEO) HOUSE PRICE INDEX 

2000Q1=100 The housing price index (HPI) is based on transactions involving conventional and conforming mortgages (single-family properties only) that 
have been purchased or securitized by Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac.  It is a weighted, repeat-sales index, measuring average price changes in repeat sales 
or refinancing on the same properties.  Source: Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco calculations of the Federal Housing Finance Agency Price Index 

Tacoma Metro Apartment Vacancy Rates 

Source: REIS, Inc. Performance Monitor 

Community & Economic Development 

Tacoma  

WA 

US 

Small Business Development Centers 

 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2007-2012 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates  

Pierce County Homeless Count  

Source: US Department of Housing & Urban Development 

Green River Community College SBDC 
Auburn, WA 
 WSU-Tacoma – Bates Technical College SBDC 
Tacoma, WA 
 Source: U.S. Small Business Administration  


