
 
San Diego County is located on the coast of southern California, 
south of Riverside and Orange counties and north of the US-
Mexico international border and is part of the San Diego-
Carlsbad-San Marcos Metropolitan Area.  The county ranks 9th 
statewide in terms of total land area (4,206 square miles) and is 
the 9th most densely populated county in California with 736 
people per square mile in 2010.  The county includes a mixture 
of urban and rural communities and a diverse geography 
ranging from coastal beachfront to mountains and deserts. The 
City of San Diego is the county seat and economic center of the 
region with an estimated population of 1,338,348. In 2012, the 
county population was 3,177,063, making San Diego County the 
2nd largest county in California.  
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Income 
 SD CA  

Median Household Income $60,330 $58,328 
Per Capita Income $29,281 $28,341 

Race 
White 70.4% 62.1% 
Black or African American  5.1% 6.0% 
Asian 11.5% 13.5% 
Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 32.7% 38.2% 

Native Born vs. Foreign Born 
Native Born 76.8% 72.9% 
Foreign Born 23.2% 27.1% 

Educational Attainment 
High School Graduate or Higher 86.1% 81.5% 
Bachelors’ Degree or Higher  34.8% 30.9% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2012 

Industry Employment and Average Annual Income  
Sector  % of Total 

 
Annual Earnings 

 SD CA SD CA  
Private Ownership  
     Natural Resources & Mining 0.8% 2.9% $32,037 $33,720 
     Construction 4.4% 3.9% $55,613 $57,999 
     Manufacturing 7.3% 8.3% $77,181 $77,364 
     Trade, Transportation, & Utilities 

 
16.3% 

 
 

18.1% $42,660 

 
 

$45,562 
     Information  1.9% 2.9% $81,844 $113,04

      Financial Activities  5.5% 5.2% $69,165 $86,125 
     Professional and Business 

 
17.0% 14.9% $76,276 $76,377 

     Education and Health Services 12.2% 12.3% $49,926 $53,026 
     Leisure and Hospitality 12.5% 10.6% $22,315 $25,165 
     Other Services  4.9% 5.4% $25,800 $24,209 
     Unclassified  0.3% 0.4% $52,017 $66,414 
Government Ownership 
     Federal Government 3.7% 1.7% $77,343 $73,991 
     State Government  2.7% 2.9% $65,414 $65,685 
     Local Government  10.5% 10.6% $52,231 $55,538 
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2012  
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Demographics  

Key Industries & Labor Market 

Share Healthcare                                            14,390 
Scripps Health                                                 13,000 
Qualcomm Inc.                                                11,775 
Kaiser Foundation Hospital                           8,800 
General Atomics                                              6,304 
UCSD Medical Center                                     5,475 
 

Top Private-Sector Employers 

 

Source: San Diego, Daily Transcript, June 2013  Source: BLS, Annual and September 2013 Unemployment Rates  

County Unemployment  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau  
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Foreclosure and Delinquency in San Diego County 
 Percent of Loans 

in Foreclosure  
Percent of Loans 90+ 
Days Delinquent  

Estimated Properties 
at Risk of Default  

SD County 0.8% 1.9% 8,960 

CA State  0.9% 2.1% 115,922 

Source: FRBSF calculations of data from Lender Processing Services Analytics Inc. Oct. 2013 

County Subdivisions 
 Median 

Household 
Income   

Households 
with SNAP 
Benefits in the 
Past 12 months 

All 
People 
in 
Poverty  

California $61,400 7.2% 15.3% 

San Diego County $63,373 4.7% 13.9% 

Borrego Springs  $37,404 8.6% 17.8% 

Camp Pendleton $48,747 5.1% 10.7% 

Palomar-Julian  $49,167 5.1% 11.6% 

Mountain Empire  $52,670 5.8% 23.2% 

Laguna-Pine Valley  $54,981 6.0% 15.0% 

Oceanside-Escondido   $58,598 3.5% 13.7% 

San Diego City $64,305 5.1% 14.1% 

Fallbrook  $64,855 4.7% 12.5% 

Ramona  $75,479 4.8% 9.8% 

Alpine  $75,780 2.9% 7.7% 

Valley Center  $77,595 2.5% 8.8% 

Pauma Valley  $78,017 2.3% 9.7% 

Jamul  $100,085 1.3% 8.0% 

     

Housing Market 

FHFA (FORMERLY OFHEO) HOUSE PRICE INDEX 

The housing price index (HPI) is based on transactions involving conventional and conforming mortgages (single-family properties only) that have been 
purchased or securitized by Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac.  It is a weighted, repeat-sales index, measuring average price changes in repeat sales or 
refinancing on the same properties.  Source: Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco calculations of the Federal Housing Finance Agency Price Index 

SD Apartment Vacancy Rates 

Source: REIS, Inc. Performance Monitor 

Source: CA Department of Housing and Community Development 

Tax Credit Allocations   

 
New Markets Tax Credit Allocatees in San Diego 
Year:                      Service Area:               Amount: 
2011                          National                          $65,000,000 
2012                          Local                                $35,000,000 
 

Community & Economic Development 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2007-2012 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates  

San Diego-Carlsbad- San Marcos  CA 

US 

Low Income Housing Tax Credits Federal Allocations 
Year:                        Amount: 
2011                            $128,200,000 
2012                            $186,900,000 

Sources: CDFI Fund and California Tax Allocation Committee 

Local Agency Military Base Recovery Areas 

 Location:                 
San Diego Naval Training Center 
 

Low Income Housing Tax Credits State Allocations 
Year:                        Amount: 
2011                            $4,800,000 
2012                            $0 

Small Business Development Centers 

 
North San Diego County SBDC 
Oceanside, CA  
 San Diego & Imperial Regional Network SBDC 
National City, CA 
 Source: U.S. Small Business Administration  


