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Evidence from the Diary of Consumer Payment Choice 

Appendix 1 
Table 1: Average Purchases per Month, by Spending Category 

    Cash Check Credit Debit Electronic Other Total 

Food and 
Personal Care 
Supplies 

Average Number 
of Purchases 14.3 0.5 4.8 7.5 0.0 1.1 28.2 

Average 
Transaction Value $14  $53  $32  $29  $173  $25  $23  

Auto and 
Vehicle Related 

Average Number 
of Purchases 2.4 0.2 1.6 2.3 0.4 0.3 7.1 

Average 
Transaction Value $31  $214  $51  $53  $357  $58  $65  

General 
Merchandise 

Average Number 
of Purchases 2.2 0.4 2.0 2.3 0.5 0.2 7.5 

Average 
Transaction Value $22  $127  $71  $47  $107  $37  $54  

Entertainment 
Merchandise 

Average Number 
of Purchases 1.4 0.3 0.5 0.7 0.6 0.2 3.7 

Average 
Transaction Value $22  $95  $92  $70  $128  $53  $64  

Housing 
Related 

Average Number 
of Purchases 0.3 1.0 0.5 0.5 1.2 0.2 3.7 

Average 
Transaction Value $136  $271  $113  $117  $296  $229  $224  

Medical, 
Education, and 
Personal 
Service 

Average Number 
of Purchases 0.7 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.1 2.5 

Average 
Transaction Value $26  $87  $127  $84  $168  $145  $89  

Financial, 
Professional, 
and 
Miscellaneous 
Services 

Average Number 
of Purchases 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.8 0.1 1.8 

Average 
Transaction Value $46  $319  $98  $101  $202  $146  $176  

Government 
and Non Profit 

Average Number 
of Purchases 0.5 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 1.1 

Average 
Transaction Value $15  $128  $161  $78  $178  $233  $86  

Gifts and 
Transfers to 
People 

Average Number 
of Purchases 1.3 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.0 1.9 

Average 
Transaction Value $32  $128  $66  $39  $156  $264  $57  

Other 

Average Number 
of Purchases 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.0 1.1 

Average 
Transaction Value $35  $108  $79  $43  $208  $329  $116  

Total 

Average Number 
of Purchases 23.7 3.9 10.1 14.4 4.4 2.3 58.7 

Average 
Transaction 

Value 
$21  $168  $56  $44  $216  $69  $59  


